
agers and candidates who were will-
ing to devote the time and money
necessary to actually win.  And three
out of five of them did!

These elected members —
and even the unsuccessful candi-
dates — are building a constituency
for libertarian ideas as well as expe-
rience and name-recognition for
future runs for higher office.

Such races are an indication of
our growing professionalism, suc-
cess, and ability to reach voters with
our message of personal freedom
and responsibility.

For more details on all these
campaigns, please see the articles
inside.

LeCureaux and Owen Win Elections!
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Volume 30, Issue 5

After six grueling months of
non-stop petitioning, the Ballot
Access Restoration Committee
ended its campaign with enough
signatures to virtually assure the
Libertarian Party of Michigan’s
place on the 2002 ballot.  On
Monday, October 29, with great
fanfare, the LPM submitted
46,258 signatures to the Michi-
gan State Bureau of Elections.

“This was a full 50% more
than the number of valid signa-
tures required by law,” said
Nancy O’Brien, LPM director
and chair of the committee.
“This extra cushion was collected
to insure that no matter how
much state bureaucrats ‘flyspeck’
the petitions for minor errors, or
how much the Republicans and
Democrats on the Board of Elec-
tions would like to rule Libertar-
ians out of the game on a techni-
cality, there would be no choice
for them but to restore us to our
rightful place on the 2002 bal-
lot.”

O’Brien noted that aside
from the shear
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Tel:  (248) 591-FREE
Fax: (248) 591-0190

Fred Collins RE-elected

by Greg Dirasian

by Nancy O'Brien

(cont'd on pg. 3)

46,258
Petition Drive

Andy LeCureaux was elected
to the Hazel Park city council and
Mark Owen was elected to the
Owosso city council on Tuesday,
November 6.

Along with Fred Collins, three
Michigan LP members celebrated
victories that night.

Two other members ran hard-
fought campaigns, but came up
short.  Craig Hodges barely missed
election to the Harper Woods city
council and Erin Stahl, after win-
ning in the primary, lost her bid to
join the St. Clair Shores city coun-
cil.

A 60% success rate is unprec-

edented for the Libertarian Party of
Michigan.  Although  non-parti-
san, these are very important victo-
ries in that they are elective rather
than appointed offices.  Further,
they are legislative positions with
broad policy-making scope that in-
cludes everything from drafting
ordinances and resolutions to de-
veloping and passing government
budgets.  Winning election to city
councils has historically been the
first step in partisan politics for vir-
tually everyone from county com-
missioners to president of the
United States.

The distinguishing feature in
each of these races is that they had
serious, dedicated campaign man-

by Barb Goushaw

On November 6, Fred Collins
was reelected to the Berkley city
council.  His reelection came as no
surprise.  He was running unop-
posed.

The real story doesn’t begin
last August when Collins filed to
run for reelection.  It begins in 1997
when he was sworn in for his first
term as a Berkley city councilman,
beginning four years of Libertarian
leadership that led up to an elec-
tion where no one would even file
to challenge him.

Space does not permit a de-
tailed recitation, but here is a short
list of some of Councilman Collins’
accomplishments:

He eliminated taxicab licens-
ing.  When he took office taxis were
not operating in Berkley because of
the high licensing fees.  Collins
worked for months to get the votes
on the council to repeal this regula-
tion.  Insuring that seniors are able

to get to stores and doctor appoint-
ments was an argument that got
him two votes.  He picked up two
more when the Chamber of Com-
merce wanted to start a program to
pay for cabs to drive people home
on New Year’s Eve if they were too
drunk.  Collins noted that they
wouldn’t be able to get cabs in

Berkley at all — because the high
licensing fees had closed the mar-
ket.  It worked.  Berkley seniors can
now get around on roads that are a
little safer from drunk drivers.

Other changes came more eas-
ily.  A city ordinance had banned
fortune-telling based on the premise
“that no one may pretend to pre-
dict the future for profit unless they
are a licensed minister.”  Collins said
he viewed fortune-telling as enter-
tainment. “In my opinion,” he said,
“there is no difference between
banning fortune-telling or music
concerts; each of us chooses the
things that we find entertaining. It’s
not up to the city council to tell us
which ones are okay and which
ones are wrong.”  When presented
in that light, his fellow council
members agreed.  The ban was re-
scinded.

Many Libertarian positions are
recognized as almost self-evident –
as soon as they are actually articu-
lated and the rea- �������� ��� 	
�� �
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The Michigan Libertarian is published bimonthly as the official
newsletter of the Libertarian Party of Michigan, 619 E. Nine Mile Rd.,
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 soning behind the status quo questioned.
Another of the relatively easy changes was restoring the annual Wood-

ward “Dream Cruise” to its voluntary roots.  (Dream Cruise is a day when
people drive their classic cars up and down Woodward Avenue from
Detroit to Pontiac.)  Just prior to Collins’ election, the city decided that
the Dream Cruise, originally an entirely spontaneous display by car en-
thusiasts, had become important enough for public officials to take over.
The result was inevitable — a profitable event suddenly started losing
money.  Collins worked to change it back to a voluntary event.  Immedi-
ately small businesses and entrepreneurs were again turning a profit.  And
in the process the city stopped losing the taxpayers’ money.

Speaking of taxpayers, Collins saved them another $12,000 by keep-
ing a police bike patrol funded by private donations, rather than becom-
ing part of the city budget.

Collins also convinced his fellow council members NOT to vote on
a resolution opposing marijuana legalization.  Collins noted, “It is not our
place [to decide].  I don’t see any reason to change the direction we’ve
taken,” (Daily Tribune, Nov. 23, 2001).  Nearby communities soon fol-
lowed Berkley’s lead, refusing to even put the resolution on their agendas.

But perhaps the most telling example of a Libertarian in action is the
bottom line.  The Berkley budget has remained constant over the last four
years, never varying by more than $10,000 - a relatively small sum in a
$17 million budget.  If the budget had simply kept pace with inflation,
it would have increased by $2 million over those four years.

And Berkley is booming.  Property values have soared — double the
average rate in Oakland County.  Volunteerism is at an all time high (as I
write this we have just returned from spending the day with a dozen
other activists, doing yard work for homebound seniors).

In conclusion, a note to those who contributed to the Collins reelec-
tion campaign: your contributions will be returned.  Along with our
sincere request that you please send them to another worthy Libertarian
candidate!

Fred Collins RE-elected
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volume of signatures, ev-
ery signature was surface checked for errors.  In
addition a random sample of another 5,000 sig-
natures were checked against the state’s “Quali-
fied Voter” database (listing every registered voter
in the state) to insure a high validity rate.  State
Bureau of Elections worker Amy Shell said she
will personally review the petitions on behalf of
the state over the next few weeks.  Once the
petitions are checked, Shell’s office will make its
recommendation to the State Board of Canvass-

ers at its next meeting.
“Because of the hard work and financial

contributions of dedicated Libertarian activists,
our ballot status is in the bag,” O’Brien said.  In
the final count, volunteers contributed 22,845
signatures and paid petitioners using the funds
contributed to the campaign collected 23,413.
The national Libertarian Party also contributed
$10,000 to support the petition drive.

“I would like to thank everyone on the
BARC committee,” O’Brien added.  “And I’d

like to extend my per-
sonal thanks to a few
people in particular
without whose com-
mitment and extra
efforts this enormous
job would never
have been accom-
plished.  First, Al
Titran and Rosemary
Racchi who spent vir-
tually every after-
noon over the entire
six months at the HQ
checking signatures
and entering them
into our database.
Next, Greg Dirasian
who opened his own
home for weeks to
house professional
petitioners.  Then,
Ben Bachrach and
Jerry Bloom who de-
vised and created
both the database and
the ‘Qualified Voter’
checking software.
Finally, Erin Stahl
and my husband
Tim who handled
the incentives cre-
ation and distribu-
tion” she concluded.

“The final bills
for the incentives
have not come in
yet,” said O’Brien.
“But I’m certain there
will be seed money

Petition Drive: 46,258
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left in the BARC account after the final account-
ing is done.”

The money to fund the drive was handled
by BARC treasurer Diane Szabla through the
party’s separate Campaign Fund account that is
earmarked for support of campaigns in general,
and particularly the party’s ballot status “top of
ticket” candidate.  (Under Michigan law gov-
erning minor parties, the candidate who appears
highest on the ballot must receive at least 1% of
the total number of votes cast for Secretary of
State in the last election in which there was a
race for Secretary of State in order to retain its
position on the ballot.)  For this reason the LPM
has set up a special committee and Campaign
Fund — separate from its general fund — dedi-
cated to support of the “top of ticket” race.
O’Brien helped to motivate the volunteers at
the kick-off of the petition drive with the prom-
ise that any remaining funds would be retained
for this purpose in next year’s election.

All individual party members who contrib-
uted 50 or more signatures/dollars will receive a
lapel pin with our party logo.  Everyone who
contributed 200 or more signatures/dollars will
also receive a Statue of Liberty replica.  And ev-
eryone who contributed 500 or more signatures/
dollars will also receive a custom-made, hand-
embroidered “Champion of Liberty” polo shirt.

In addition, our top three petitioner/con-
tributors received special recognition awards.
First place finisher, Al Titran, won a “Gold” pack-
age to the next national convention that will
give him full access to every event and function
— including breakfasts, lunches and the ban-
quet.  Second place winner, Leonard Schwartz,
will receive a full package to the next LPM con-
vention – also including all meals and the main
banquet.  The third place finisher, Sheldon Rose,
won two tickets to LibertyFest (his health not
permitting, he graciously deferred to the next
highest finisher – Ben Steele).

O’Brien concluded by saying, “Congratu-
lations to all 183 LPM members whose willing-
ness to go above and beyond the call of duty
earned them special recognition.”  [Editor’s Note:
See the full list of winners on page 4.]  “They not
only earned these prizes but, more important,
the sincere gratitude of the entire party for lead-
ing the way to the successful restoration of our
position on the ballot as a legally qualified po-
litical party.  Enjoy your restored ballot status,
everyone,” she said.  “You are certainly entitled
to it!”
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Petition Drive Award Winners
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500+ Contributors
Polo Shirt

(plus mini-Libby & lapel pin)
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DEARBORN.  About 100 LPM members
and guests, including state representative Leon
Drolet (R-Clinton Township), attended the
party’s annual Defenders of Liberty awards ban-
quet on Saturday, November 10, at the Auto-
motive Hall of Fame in Dearborn.

Recognition and appreciation were given
to the three LPM members who won election to
office earlier in the week — Andy LeCureaux to
the Hazel Park city council, Mark Owen to the
Owosso city council, and Fred Collins who was
reelected to the Berkley city council.

There was also special recognition for the
leading contributors to the party’s successful
petition drive by Ballot Access Restoration Com-
mittee chair Nancy O’Brien.  The top three in-
dividuals were Al Titran, Leonard Schwartz and
Sheldon Rose.  The top affiliate was Shiawassee
County.

The event featured special guest speaker
Car & Driver magazine editor Csaba Csere who
stepped in to replace Claire Wolfe (a reclusive
writer who lives on the left coast and withdrew
following the September 11 disaster out of con-
cern over traveling here).  The auto expert gave
an enlightening and entertaining presentation
on the perverse effects of federal fuel and safety
regulations at a venue that couldn’t have been
more appropriate for the subject.

The main event was, of course, the presen-
tation of three Defender of Liberty awards.

The Promoter of Liberty award went to Rain-
bow Farm campground founder and marijuana
activist Tom Crosslin who was assassinated last
Labor Day by a federal sniper during a siege of

the property after he and his long-time partner
Rollie Rohm refused to capitulate to asset forfei-
ture laws.  Rohm met a similar fate the next day.
Crosslin family members were on hand to ac-
cept the Libby award (the only one of the three
categories open not just to LPM members but
to any Michigan resident who demonstrates an
outstanding commitment to promoting liberty).
The nomination and presentation were both
made by Tim O’Brien.

The Producer of Liberty award went to bal-
lot access petition drive chair Nancy O’Brien.
She was recognized for her years of dedicated,
behind-the-scenes service of which running the
party’s just completed ballot drive was only the
most recent example.  She has, among other
things, chaired a state party convention com-
mittee and a previous LibertyFest committee, as
well as serving several terms on the LPM execu-
tive committee.  Nominated by several people,
the presentation was made by one of them —
Wayne County affiliate chair Heather Pauli.

The Spokesman for Liberty award went to
guest speaker Csaba Csere who has advanced
libertarian ideas on the pages of Car & Driver
for many years.  His most recent column, for
instance, roundly denounces the idea of using
hidden cameras to enforce compliance with traf-
fic signals.  (For those who might be wonder-
ing, yes, Csere is an LP member.)  The nomina-
tion and presentation were both made by Ben
Bachrach.

Finally, a special posthumous Producer of
Liberty award was made to Joanne Karpinski
who recently passed away after a long battle with

cancer.  The presentation was made by LPM
chair Michael Corliss and accepted by Joanne’s
husband Ed.  The nomination, made by Tim
O’Brien, said:
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On Tuesday, November 6, Andy
LeCureaux won election to the Hazel Park City
Council.  An At-Large Director of the Libertar-
ian Party of Oakland County, the 40 year old
father had been preparing for this campaign for
a long time, starting with one of Barb Goushaw’s
campaign workshops in February 2000.

Seven months
ago, at the post-elec-
tion party for the
David Eisenbacher
campaign in Troy, the
Andy LeCureaux cam-
paign officially began.
Andy asked me to be
his campaign manager,
and we sketched out a
few general strategy
ideas.   Our first few
meetings were rocky, as
Andy and I were both
neophytes to this game
of city politics. But we
were determined and
began asking people
for money and getting
Andy speaking engage-
ments.  Slowly, we gath-
ered momentum. Lloyd Sherman (my right-
hand man) had numerous contacts in Hazel Park
city government, and had been spreading Andy’s
name around for months.

During the course of the campaign we raised
$6,000. (We actually finished under-budget!)
We outspent one incumbent 5-to-1, and many
of the other candidates by lesser margins.

Our first major event was the Memorial
Day parade, and several volunteers helped us
by cheering Andy from the crowds. Sara Sjoberg
even acquired a Dodge Viper to hang LeCureaux
campaign banners from in the parade. Andy

 Name                Votes    Percent

	

LeCureaux Wins!
by Dave Collver walked along the parade route and shook hands

with dozens of people.
We moved quickly to get professional qual-

ity photos taken (courtesy of photographer
Dawn Hurayt, who also took photos for the
Mike Carson for Sheriff campaign last year). We
put together a walk letter and sent Andy out
door-to-door. The local real estate magnate, Bill
Hitchcock, who has been involved in city poli-
tics for 30 years and knew Andy’s dad for most
of that time, met with us several times offering
us much-needed practical advice.

We went into our next strategy meeting,
chose the campaign colors (red and white), de-
signed the lawn signs and refrigerator magnets,
and placed orders.  We used refrigerator mag-
nets instead of business cards so people would

have an excuse to put them on the refrigerator
and look at them all the time. Andy handed
them out to everyone he met, whether it was
walking door-to-door or at city council meet-
ings. All in all, we ended up distributing almost
2,000 magnets.

We organized a lit drop, and excellent sup-
port from Libertarians throughout southeast
Michigan. We delivered tri-fold brochures to
every house in Hazel Park. (We didn’t get the
apartments, but we would cover those with the
mailings.) We decided to go with direct mail-
ings instead of subsequent lit drops. We designed
three 8.5"x5.5" post cards with short, to-the-

point messages and carrying our campaign slo-
gans: “End the Blight and Spend the Money
Right” and “Andy LeCureaux — The Cure for
City Council!”

We didn’t do well early on in the lawn sign
war, often seeing only a few red LeCureaux signs
in a sea of multi-colored signs from other candi-
dates.  The last few weeks of the campaign, how-
ever, Andy worked overtime securing sign loca-
tions and the campaign surged to parity with
the other campaigns.  We eventually placed
nearly 250 signs. (We had ordered 500 to have
enough to replace any that might turn up miss-
ing.)

Early on, we had agreed to cooperate with
the Mayor and two other city council candi-
dates in a slate. However, we subsequently saw a

mud-storm approach-
ing on the horizon,
and decided to dis-
tance ourselves from it.
The LeCureaux cam-
paign had made a stra-
tegic decision to stay
independent.

It was a very con-
tentious race, and the
slate headed by the
Mayor Pro-Tem also
approached Andy
about possible coop-
eration.  We had given
our word to the
Mayor, and we kept it
for the duration of the
campaign.

In addition to the
Mayor’s endorsement, Andy received the en-
dorsement of the Hazel Park Firefighters’ Union
as well as that of the United Steelworkers of
America. (Andy ended up a mere four votes shy
of getting endorsed by the Hazel Park Demo-
cratic Club.)  To our knowledge, this is the first
time a Libertarian candidate in Michigan has
been endorsed by not just one, but two labor
unions.

We sent out hand-addressed envelopes car-
rying the hand-signed absentee-voter letters and
other goodies (a tea bag in the first, a refrigerator
magnet in the second), with first-class postage
to everyone who voted ab-
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On November 6, Libertarian Party of
Shiawassee County Chair Mark Owen won his
bid for the Owosso City Council, placing fourth
among 10 candidates.  The top three vote seats
were four-year terms, and fourth place was a
two-year term..  Mark received 559 votes, just
26 more than the fifth place candidate.  This
win comes on the heels of the successful repeal
of Owosso's Historic District ordinance, an ef-
fort which was lead by Owen and the LPSC.

In December of 2000, the Owosso City
Council approved a plan to designate an area of
town an "Historic District."  Homeowners in
that area would have been forced to have im-
provements to their homes pre-approved by a
council-appointed "Historical Commission."
The plan also included taxpayer-funded subsi-
dies for home improvements by Historic Dis-
trict homeowners.

A substantial number of Owosso citizens,
both in and out of the designated Historic Dis-
trict, opposed the ordinance, but no real orga-
nized effort was underway to repeal it.  Mark
Owen organized a meeting and set up a cam-
paign committee named the Owosso Residents
for Property Rights.  The group was a coalition
of both local Libertarians and non-Libertarians,
including some of Owosso's most influential
business owners and politicians. Mark was
named the group's spokesperson. We set about
collecting petitions to force a referendum.

A special election was scheduled for a re-
newal of the county's library system millage, and
the Historic District repeal was added to the
ballot in the City of Owosso. On August 14th,
the voters of Owosso rejected the Historic Dis-
trict ordinance by a 70% margin.

With the Historic District battle behind
him, Mark decided to use his increased name
recognition and the new relationships he had
formed during the referendum effort to run for-
- and win --a seat on the Owosso City Council.

Of 10,366 registered voters in Owosso,
1,906 voted in the Historic District referendum,
with 1,324 of those voting to repeal.

Among those running for the four open
council seats were two strong incumbents, in-
cluding the mayor. Another candidate was a lo-
cal government "insider" and was very likely to
win a seat.  That left one seat up for grabs, and
seven candidates fighting for it.  We knew that
we would need about 500 votes to win this
seat.

Thanks to his hard work on the Historic
District issue, Mark had a distinct advantage
over most of the other six candidates in terms of
name recognition.

We settled on a simple strategy of focusing
on Mark's leadership on the Historic District
referendum and targeting those who voted in
the special election to repeal the district.  Know-
ing that over 1,300 of the 1,900 voters were on
our side on that issue, we felt we could count on
that group for the votes we needed to get Mark
on the council.  We got a list of those who voted
on August 14th and began discussing tactics
for reaching them.

A fundraising letter was sent to Libertarian
donors statewide, and another was sent to the
local donors who funded the Historic District
referendum.  Contributions also came from The
Liberty Leadership Council PAC and from the
Libertarian Victory Fund PAC.  Yard signs were
ordered and brochures were printed.

The absentee voters represented a large
block-- almost a third --of the Historic District
voters.  We mailed to the entire list of almost
700 permanent absentee voters, timing the
mailing to reach their homes within days of their
ballots.

The rest of the list was reached through
aggressive door-to-door campaigning.  A half
dozen volunteers focused on doing targeted lit
drops, working from the list of voters who went
to the polls in August, while the candidate
knocked on doors and spoke personally to as
many voters as he could.

One hundred yard signs were placed
throughout the city, particularly in the former
Historic District area.

Volunteers passed out candy to children
and campaign brochures to their parents dur-
ing the City of Owosso's "Downtown Trick-or-
Treating" event on October 27.

Ads were placed in both major newspapers
in the county, reminding voters that Mark was
the one responsible for the repeal of the Historic
District and touting endorsements from several
former city council members, a school board
member, two nationally published authors,
prominent business owners, and the one incum-
bent city council member who had stood up
against the Historic District ordinance and had
worked with the Owosso Citizens for Property
Rights.

By election day, we had distributed 2,500
brochures to Owosso voters, including all 1,900
on our Historic District voters list.  But we weren't

done yet.
The candidate and volunteers hit the polls

on November 6, meeting the voters and distrib-
uting photocopies of the newspaper ads we had
run.  We covered the most active polling spots
in the city, taking care to follow state election
law regarding distance from the polls.

After the polls closed, we headed down to
city hall and waited for the results.  Doing our
homework paid off; the three candidates we had
predicted to easily win took the first three seats,
leaving one seat open.  Only one of the remain-
ing candidates gave us any real competition, due
to name recognition by virtue of a family name
and a stake in several local businesses. However,
when the last precinct was in, our hard work
made the difference.  The Mark Owen cam-
paign was unquestionably the most well-funded,
well-planned, and aggressive campaign for the
Owosso City Council and the results showed in
the end.

Without the Historic District issue and the
name recognition and political alliances created
from it, Mark Owen probably wouldn't have
been able to win this seat over several candidates
who have lived in the city longer and have deeper
roots in the community.  Without the support
of prominent, non-Libertarian locals, we might
have come close, but not close enough.  The
difference in this race was all the hard work,
networking, and planning that went into it long
before candidate paperwork was ever filed.

It is not often that a local government hands
us a perfect issue to leverage into success at the
polls.   But when it happens, we have to be
prepared to take advantage of it.  That is the
great lesson of the Mark Owen for Owosso City
Council campaign.

Owen Wins Election to Owosso Council
by Ben Steele
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HARPER WOODS.  Wayne County LP
member Craig Hodges finished 4th of seven
candidates in a race for a seat on the Harper
Woods city council.  The top three vote getters
were elected.

The final results (100% of precincts re-
porting):

“It was a heartbreaker,” Hodges said on elec-
tion night.  “But it was clear from the beginning
that the mayor and both of the two incumbent
council members were throwing all their weight
behind Palmer.  I think this especially made a
big difference with the Dad’s Club.  In any
event,” he concluded, “when the last ballot was
counted it turned out we lost by 87 votes”

Still, no one connected with the campaign
is having any ‘could-a, should-a” type second
thoughts.

The Friends of Craig Hodges campaign
committee raised and spent a little over $3,000
to reach the 6500-household, near east side
Detroit suburb.

The dedicated candidate began
doorbelling on August 23 — spending a total
of 127 hours over 53 days.  By October 15 he
had covered the entire city, getting 150 yard
sign locations and distributing more than 2500
refrigerator magnets in the process.  He also made
numerous speaking engagements including the
League of Women Voters debate that was tele-
vised on local cable.

A 3-fold self-mailer went to all 2500 house-
holds that received absentee ballot applications
from the city.  A hand-addressed, 1st class letter
then went to the 1300 absentee voters who ac-
tually requested a ballot.  And, indeed, Hodges
placed 3rd (behind only the two incumbents)
in the AV total.

35 volunteers also distributed another lit
piece at every house in the city on the Saturday
before the election.

  Name                               Votes     Percent

�

Hodges' Heartbreak Campaign

“Emotionally, I don’t know which is harder
to take,” said Tim O’Brien, a Wayne County
member who played a very active role in the
campaign, “getting blown out or missing by a
hair’s breadth.  But,” he added in an e-mail to
the campaign team the day after the election, “I
do know that, practically speaking, losing in a
very close race is clearly better for several reasons.

“First, it shows that our campaign themes
obviously struck a responsive chord with the
voters.  We certainly know that to be true in this
particular race since the mayor (who was run-
ning unopposed but still took cable TV time to
make a speech) quite literally plagiarized our
entire platform.  He didn’t even bother to para-
phrase our lit!

“Second, because of the first reason, those
who did win will be paying close attention to
the issues we raised.  And that is, after all, why
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we Libertarians run for office in the first place
— to affect policy, not to obtain political power.

“Finally, you build positive and invaluable
name recognition for the next election.  David
Eisenbacher, who lost earlier this year in Troy by
little more than Craig did yesterday, is regarded
by everyone in that city as the odds-on favorite
to win election next time.”

O’Brien, who first proposed Hodges as his
affiliate’s designated candidate under the LPM
“Just One” targeted campaign program, was very
positive about the closeness of the final result.
“Being competitive doesn’t mean that we win
every race,” he said.  “It simply means that we
are serious contenders — not to be ignored, or
even taken lightly.  That, alone, is major progress
for the LP.  And,” he concluded, “it would be
hard to be much more competitive than finish-
ing a mere 87 votes short!”
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by Tim O'Brien

LPOC Plans Annual Holiday Party
Back by popular demand, the Libertarian

Party of Oakland County is planning its second
annual holiday party and potluck dinner for
Saturday, December 8, at LPM headquarters, at
7:00PM.  Last year, in spite of bad weather, the
party was a big success - and there was even a
surprise visit from Santa Claus.

It is rumored that Santa Claus will be mak-
ing a visit again this year.  Bring your singing
voice and be prepared to join in some holiday

songs.  All LPM members and their families are
invited to attend (even those from outside Oak-
land County).  This is strictly a FUN event, i.e.
no boring speakers and no fundraising.

Please contact Jeannie Sherman at
jlsherman@ameritech.net and let her know what
you plan to bring (or ask her what areas have
not been covered yet).  If you have any fun
traditions of your own that you would like to
share, we will all be happy to join you.

by Lloyd Sherman



Joanne Emmons (R-Big Rapids) scheduled
a sham “hearing,” also with the minimum
legal notice, announcing after the opening

gavel that testimony would be limited to two
minutes per witness.
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  1.  Mail ballots by ALL LPM members for electing
       LPM officers.
  2.  LPM Member petitions for Bylaws amendments,
       resolutions, referendums,  nominations and recalls.
  3.  A proportional representation (p.r.) election method
       to represent ALL LPM members in LPM legislative
       bodies.
  4.  Separation of legislative and executive powers in
       LPM officers.
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LANSING.  As expected Governor Engler was back with his pro-
posal to have Michigan send representatives to a National Council of
State Legislatures meeting to negotiate an interstate compact for recipro-
cal enforcement of Use taxes (the equivalent of sales taxes only applied to
out-of-state purchases).

However, the governor abandoned all hopes of getting SB-433 past
the house Tax Policy committee and, instead, had a more sympathetic
legislator, Jason Allen (R-Traverse City), introduce a slightly modified
version as HB-5080 “The Equitable Sales and Use Tax Administration
Act” on September 20, the very day the legislature convened for its fall
session.

House Speaker Rick Johnson (R-LeRoy) immediately assigned the
bill to Rep. Allen’s Commerce committee.  Allen scheduled a hearing the
legal minimum 24 hours later with a tentative alternate meeting set for

12:01 a.m. the following calendar day (in compliance with another legal
obstacle intended to prevent ramrodding legislation through the pro-
cess).

Voted out of Commerce with a 14 to 2 recommendation, HB-5080
passed the house on September 26 by an uncomfortably close 57-50
vote as nervous Republicans looked forward to making bids for senate
seats (opened by term limits) next year posing as “Taxpayer Champions.”

HB-5080 was then sent over to the senate Finance committee where
chair Joanne Emmons (R-Big Rapids) scheduled a sham “hearing,” also
with the minimum legal notice, announcing after the opening gavel that
testimony would be limited to two minutes per witness since the senators
all had busy schedules and she didn’t want to lose a quorum for the vote.
In less than half an hour the seven witnesses against HB-5080 had had
their two-minute say (there were no witnesses there to speak in favor) and
the e-tax bill was dutifully recommended to the full senate on a 5-0 vote.

The Equitable Sales and Use Tax Administration Act passed the
senate by 27 to 9 on October 4 and was signed by the governor a few
days later.

Alas for Michigan and the nineteen other states preparing to meet to
negotiate the details of their you-rip-off-my-citizens-and-I’ll-rip-off-yours
compact, the United States Congress was about to stop the whole scheme
dead in its tracks.

On November 15 the recently expired federal moratorium on
“Internet-related” taxes was extended for another two years.  There had
been some question as to whether this federal moratorium was only on
new and/or access taxes or whether it would also apply to the planned
multi-state compact.

Congress resolved any doubts by rejecting on a procedural motion
an amendment that would have preserved the opportunity to vote ap-
proval of the state compact scheme (as required by Art I Sec. 10 of the US
Constitution).

It’s not often we find the US Congress protecting our pocketbooks
against avaricious state governments.  This appears to be one of those rare
instances.  For the next two years, at least.

E-Tax Update
by Padraic Gresham
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Executive Director Resigns
Tim O’Brien, executive director of the Lib-

ertarian Party of Michigan for nearly two and a
half years advised the executive committee in a
letter dated October 8 that he was resigning.

O’Brien had served in the position since
opting not to seek a third term as party chair at
the LPM convention in 1999.  He stepped aside
in favor of then vice chair Stacy Van Oast, whose
first official action was
to appoint him to the
newly created execu-
tive director role.

“The plan was to
split the responsibili-
ties for party operations
in order to relieve the
chair of at least half the
burden,” O’Brien
said.  “Plus, this would
allow me to devote
more time to LP work
because I could bill
through my company
for some of the profes-
sional services I could
only provide for free so
long as I remained
chair,” the advertising
veteran added.

Although more
than a quarter of the LP state affiliates across the
country have executive directors, these are all
regular, salaried positions.  But Michigan’s cre-
ative (and unique) volunteer/contractor “hybrid”
agreement benefitted both parties.

O’Brien didn’t have to work entirely with-
out compensation on every project.  Instead, he
could recoup something — at least for the pro-
fessional services for which he was billing regu-
lar clients (although he also cut his usual rate in
half for the LPM).

The LPM got the communications skills
not merely of a professional writer and broad-
cast producer, but of one with impeccable Lib-
ertarian credentials and proven dedication to the
cause.  Further, the use of “line item” billing
through his company avoided all the commit-
ments, costs and legal complications associated
with actually hiring an employee — even as-
suming it was possible to find one with Tim’s
knowledge and skills.

This first, tentative step into

professionalizing LPM operations worked far
better than anyone anticipated.

Party membership nearly doubled.  The
party’s general operations budget more than
tripled — without even taking into account the
$100,000 raised between the two BARC com-
mittees (the first in support of the party’s presi-
dential candidate last year, the second for the

just completed ballot access petition drive).
Regular press releases began generating

regular newspaper and radio interviews and other
media coverage.  O’Brien’s Libertarian opinion
columns began routinely appearing on newspa-
per op-ed pages throughout the state, includ-
ing both of Detroit’s major dailies.

Bimonthly fundraising letters began going
out proposing specific projects to members.  In
fact it was one of these that launched the pledge
program on the promise of opening a party HQ
(which promise was fulfilled when offices were
opened in Hazel Park in May, 2000).

New relationships were formed where in-
terests coincided, including with such organiza-
tions as the Michigan ACLU and the local Com-
munity Activists Network, as well as with pub-
lic officials such as state representatives Leon
Drolet (R-Macomb Township) and Robert
Gosselin (R-Troy), and Hazel Park mayor Ben
Colly.

The party also began venturing into en-

tirely new areas including, for instance, lobby-
ing in Lansing.  The first foray into lobbying
was to help Drolet and Gosselin throw sand in
the gears of the governor’s e-tax plan (tempo-
rarily, at least).  And, fulfilling the initial reason
for starting the lobbying effort, new ally Rep.
Drolet has just introduced a bill to redefine “prin-
cipal candidate” under state election.  [Editor's

Note:  see Top-of-Ticket
Reform Bill Introduced,
pg. 14].  If adopted,
this modification
should eliminate the
threat of the LPM ever
again losing ballot sta-
tus because of “Wasted
Vote” syndrome and
having to petition to
regain it.

Meanwhile, LPM
affiliates and candi-
dates were also benefit-
ing from having the
services of an advertis-
ing and campaign
consulting professional
readily available.

In the 2000 elec-
tion the new executive
director created and

placed (through his advertising company) the
radio spots for presidential candidate Harry
Browne and US Senate candidate Michael
Corliss, as well as the “Tweedles” ad promoting
the Libertarian slate that was also picked up and
run on network radio by the national LP.

An O’Brien flyer (the now infamous “Un-
wanted Poster”) played a decisive role in Martin
Howyrlak’s election to the Troy city council.
Another piece of lit and corresponding newspa-
per ad (“Request to repair your porch: DE-
NIED!”) were a significant

 factor in the Shiawassee affiliate’s success-
ful effort to repeal the Owosso Historic District
ordinance earlier this year.

He was also involved in both the Mark
Owen and Craig Hodges city council races, pe-
ripherally involved in the Eisenbacher,
LeCureaux and Stahl city council races.

And those are just some of the highlights.
A tremendous amount of routine maintenance
and office operations were
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also getting done in the meantime.
In a word, the LPM grew exponentially.
But so did the demands on Tim’s time and

energy.  Serving as the LPM’s volunteer execu-
tive director had evolved into a full time job.
Simultaneously, the work for which he was ac-
tually being paid dwindled (partly because vir-
tually all of the party’s discretionary resources
were being devoted to the ballot drive, and partly
because some members of the executive com-
mittee began questioning the value of what he
was doing).  Invoices from his company for pro-
fessional services, never averaging much more
than $800 per month in either of his first two
years, declined to barely $600 per month since
the beginning of the party’s new fiscal year.

“Much as I loved what I was doing and all
the progress we were making,” he said, “I simply
could no longer afford to work full-time for what
amounted to less than $3.50 an hour.”

So, O’Brien drafted a new (and more tradi-
tional) executive director agreement to propose
to the LPM, modeled on the one currently used
by the LP affiliates in California and Illinois --
base salary plus a percentage of fundraising —
while continuing in the interim to operate un-
der the old agreement.

But by the October executive committee
meeting it had become apparent that any con-
tract, regardless of terms, was ill-fated.  Several
excom members wanted to get rid of either the
position of executive director or O’Brien him-
self.  Or both.

Vice chair Ghazey Aleck had been assert-
ing for months that O’Brien had too much
power and was essentially supplanting the chair.
He even introduced a motion at the August
meeting to abolish the position of executive di-
rector altogether.

Secretary Keith Edwards had been raising
objections with each monthly invoice to par-
ticular charges for some of the writing for which
O’Brien was still being paid.

Director Diane Barnes also made numer-
ous complaints including, for example, that
O’Brien was sponsoring bimonthly meetings of
the C.A.N. group (which he had joined at its
inception the preceding year) at the LPMHQ.

Two other members were at the very least
less than enthusiastically supportive — express-
ing concerns either about O’Brien or the posi-
tion itself.

In addition, two former LPM chairs, Stacy
Van Oast and Emily Salvette, appointed to draft

sentee in the 2000 general
election — over 500 people. We would later
find out that this paid off in a big way.

Last minute setbacks put the final outcome
in doubt.  The last mailing was delivered to the
printer a week and a half before the election.
Plenty of time.  They reported that the cards
had been printed and delivered to the mailing
house one week before the election.  Plenty of
time.  As the days slipped by, none of us had
gotten the mailing, and indeed, it hadn’t been
delivered by election day.  This mailing was in-
tended to reach 3,700 voters.  (The mailing
arrived at the voters’ doors on Wednesday, No-
vember 7th, the day AFTER the election).

To compound our problems, the campaign
invested in an automated phone-call service
which would record a 12-second message by
Andy and deliver it to 2,500 voters twice before
election day.  We recorded the message but no
phone calls went out.

When election day arrived, volunteers

a business plan for the party, released a prelimi-
nary report the conclusions of which began with:
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Given all of these circumstances, O’Brien,
both embattled and impoverished, resigned as
executive director.

Thus, those who have objected to the di-
rection the party has been taking can now chart
a new course.

Considering how far the LPM has come in
the last two and a half years, the challenge to do
even better is considerable.

As LP national director Steve Dasbach re-
marked in a note to O’Brien upon hearing the
news that he had stepped down: “I hope that
the LPMI finds a way to continue moving for-
ward in your absence -- I would hate to see one
of our best state parties begin moving backward.
You have left a large set of shoes to fill.”

showed up in force to work the nine Hazel Park
precincts.  We had virtually every precinct cov-
ered all day. Volunteers held signs, greeted vot-
ers, handed out magnets and campaign bro-
chures.

Early returns showed Andy running a close
fifth with three precincts reporting.  However,
as the larger precincts reported in Andy pulled
slightly ahead of the candidate previously in front
of him.  The absentee vote totals cemented the
victory.

It was a long, grueling race. (Thanks to
Bruce Hoepner for keeping us motivated
throughout!) We learned a lot, made some mis-
takes, made some friends and enemies.  I think
the most important things we learned are that a
campaign is a marathon, not a sprint, and per-
sonal relationships are the most valuable thing
you can have.

During the campaign, there were two slates
of candidates - one headed by the mayor and
the other headed by the former Mayor Pro-Tem.

Although Andy was endorsed by the mayor, he
was not really part of the slate and remained on
friendly terms with both sides.

The mayor and one person from his slate
was elected.  Although the mayor pro-tem lost
her election bid, two people from her slate were
elected.  This means that the council consists of
two people from each side and Andy.  Andy is
the balance of power.  This should give him the
opportunity to get his issues passed.

He also has two other nearby libertarian
city councilmen (Howrylak in Troy and Collins
in Berkley) in southeast Oakland County that
he can consult with.  The November 7 issue of
the Daily Tribune said, "LeCureaux, 40, is a Lib-
ertarian, who joins other party members taking
local seats on area city councils."

One Liberterian elected to city council
could be called an accident.  Two elected, a fluke.
Three is definitely a pattern.

LeCureaux Wins Election in Hazel Park

Exec. Director Resigns

(cont'd from pg. 6)
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In St.
Clair Shores,
the majority
of the resi-
dents are se-
niors.  The in-
cumbents did
a thorough
job of wooing
them with
s p a g h e t t i
dinners and
other events.  Though I was able to make it
past the primary, I wasn't able to make it past
the General Election---the 3 incumbents all
got back in.  But the good news...

In 10 out of 25 districts I was 4th, over
a candidate who was running for the 2nd
time!!!

I received 2,512 votes which was about
1,100 more than the Primary.  This puts me
in a very good position for the next election
in 2003.  My friends, family, and I have al-
ready started the planning for the 2003 elec-
tion.

We're looking at what we did, didn't
do, and learning from it.  Next election, when
the Mayor is running, should be an interest-
ing and successful race.

The outpouring of support by fellow
Libertarians, business owners, residents, fam-
ily and friends has been so wonderful.  With
this kind of support I have been able to look
at this election not as a defeat but as a great
learning experience.....watch out for Erin
Stahl in the future!!!

��������	�
����
���
�
���	������
��������	��
���
������	�����
��
��
��������
����
������	�����

  !"
  #!
$%&!
' %!
'$#'
#('"

' )
'")
'*)
#!)
#!)
&)

����������������������������������	����
����
�

���

	���
��
�����������(� �"�4�����)��������

	���
����������	
�� �"���������� �
�����

	�1
��
�5���	
�4�������� �"� ����� ��� �����������	 ��4���� �"������ "����	'��������� 233-�

Oakland Libertarians Plan

StratCon3
Oakland County Libertarians will hold

their third Strategic Planning Conference on
January 12, 2002.  The meeting, called
StratCon3, will be held at LPM headquarters in
Hazel Park and is open to all LPOC members.

The first strategic planning meeting was
held on June 26, 1999.  It set a focus for the
LPOC in four areas:  Membership, Public Rela-
tions, Candidates, and Fundraising.

Inspired by the plan and focus, the mem-
bership enthusiastically supported actions by
contributing and running as candidates.  Al-
though not managing to accomplish every goal,
the LPOC elected two candidates in 2000 (Mar-
tin Howrylak and Gary Bora) and then repeated
that feat in 2001 (Fred Collins and Andy
LeCureaux).

The second strategic planning meeting was
held on January 13, 2001 and laid out a plan of
action for the forthcoming year.  More members
volunteered to help with work.  Even though
we once again failed to meet all our goals, we still
enjoyed considerable success:

� electing 2 candidates
� getting an 8  foot tall Statue of Liberty

for our Independence Day parade float
� hosting a successful event at the

Woodward Dream Cruise (where we gathered
1700 ballot access petition signatures in one day)

� surpassing our goal in the petition
drive, to yield the largest number of signatures
and cash in the state (14,542)

� receiving continued financial support
from our membership

� maintaining our support of the state
headquarters and our office there

Nothing happens by accident.  Volunteers
worked hard to make these things happen.  Each
of the candidates worked for weeks (along with
their campaign managers) and put a substantial
amount of their own money into their cam-
paigns.

StratCon3 promises to be an interesting
chance to advance the affiliate even further as
our improved infrastructure and resources en-
able us to devote more time and money to ad-
vancing our goals and less time on administra-
tive issues.

Among the issues to be discussed will be
researching offices that are going unfilled and
matching them up with members in those dis-
tricts, outreach to inquiries, getting lapsed mem-
bers to renew, outreach to special interest groups,
building coalitions with like-minded organiza-
tions, and, of course, general candidate recruit-
ment for the 2002 election.

Additionally, LPOC members continue
planning the state convention and associated
activities, as well as participation in other state-
wide events.

All LPOC members are encouraged to at-
tend and participate.  It's a lot of fun being a
part of a winning team.  And the three elected
Libertarian city councilmen in Oakland County
are merely a beginning.

Erin Stahl on

St. Clair Shores

Council Race
by Erin Stahl

by Christopher Pellerito



ter was discussed. Keith Edwards moved that
"No payment shall be made for articles written
for any LPM newsletter." Seconded by Ben
Steele.

Motion to table by Nancy O'Brien and
Leonard Schwartz was defeated 4-5. Motion
passed 5-3.

Phil Miller reported on the LNC Strategic
Planning Report and asked for comments and
feedback. Steve Townsend reported that 34 can-
didates have been recruited for 2002. Conver-
sion of new district numbers to zip codes awaits
final approval of the redistricting plan. He asked
for motions on actions to implement his plan
and was advised that most of them can be done
by contacting staff members.

Leonard Schwartz
gave the Language Com-
mittee report. He has made
changes based on the re-
peal of the Libertarian Ad-
visory Council, number-
ing, grammar, punctua-
tion, and other unsubstan-
tial changes to the bylaws
and platform. It was de-
cided that the issue of the
renaming of the Commit-
tee to Executive Commit-

tee be discussed at the convention. Motion to
accept the report was made by Leonard Schwarz,
seconded by Keith Edwards and passed 8-0.

Leonard Schwarz moved to approve the
budget, seconded by Diane Barnes and passed
5-4.

Bill Gelineau reported on the annual Lib-
erty Banquet in West Michigan and suggested
that the Leadership Conference be held on the
same weekend at the same site. Ghazey Aleck
moved that West Michigan host the Leadership
Conference and authorize spending of up to
$300 for the room.  Seconded by Leonard
Schwartz and passed 9-0.

The next LPM fundraising letter was dis-
cussed.

Moved by Leonard Schwartz to go into
executive session to discuss the Executive
Director's September 6 meeting and the Execu-
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The meeting was called to order at1:00
P.M. Present were, Committee: Mike Corliss,
Ghazey Aleck, Keith Edwards, Trafton Jean,
Diane Barnes, Greg Dirasian, Nancy O'Brien,
Leonard Schwartz and Ben Steele III; Others:
Tim O'Brien, Marnie Edwards, Bill Shotey, Tom
Jones, David Raaflaub, Stephen Townsend,
Dave Collver, Jerry Bloom, Lloyd Sherman and
Bill Gelineau. Guests from Indiana were Mark
Rutherford, Phil Miller and Mark Schreiber.

Minutes of the previous meeting were ap-
proved as corrected. Name of Region 3 LNC
Rep is Mark Rutherford. Petition validity rate
for the sample of 600 was 16.7%

Chair Report by Mike Corliss acknowl-
edged the death of super volunteer Joann
Karpinski. The business plan research is in
progress. He urged more restraint in email de-
bate and set guidelines for discussion at meet-
ings.

Tim O'Brien reported that the ballot ac-
cess bill amending the principal candidate rule
from top of ticket to largest vote getter will be
introduced October 9. He reported on the sta-
tus of the internet tax bill. In the IRS 527 trial,
the discovery period has expired, depositions
made. The LNC has delayed paying the second
$5,000 payment to BARC. Claire Wolfe has
cancelled as Liberty Fest speaker. Bill Shotey has
obtained a waiver of one-half of the HQ rent for
November and December.

Keith Edwards urged spending restraint
due to the post-election drop in membership
and pledges.

Trafton Jean gave the Treasurers Report and
proposed a budget.

Nancy O'Brien gave the BARC report, dis-
cussing the experience with paid petitioners,
whose validity rate is lower than that of volun-
teers.

Editor Greg Dirasian raised a question
about running pictures in the newsletter of lib-
ertarian activities not officially connected to the
LPM and about the use of LPM logo and motto
by non-affiliated libertarian groups. It was
pointed out that the name and motto of the LP
is protected but the logo is not, but approved
groups may use them. The cost of the newslet-

tive Director contract. Seconded by Greg
Dirasian. Passed.

Details of the meeting are confidential as to
details. Tim O'Brien presented a proposal for a
new contract. A motion  was by made by
Leonard Schwartz to accept the proposal, and
seconded by Greg Dirasian, but failed 2-6. A
motion was made by Ben Steele to take a week
for the Chair to draft a counter-proposal to Tim
subject to Committee approval. Seconded by
Greg Dirasian. Passed 5-3.

A motion to adjourn was made by Keith
Edwards, seconded by Leonard Schwartz. Passed
9-0.

Meeting adjourned at 7:53 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,
Keith Edwards, Secretary

Nancy O'Brien resigned from the LPM
executive committee on November 11.  The
day after receiving the Producer of Liberty
award at LibertyFest.

Citing personal reasons, Nancy went on to
say in her letter of resignation, "I will ensure the
completion of the final tasks associated with the
ballot drive such as any further communications
with election officials, distributing the incen-
tive prizes, writing my final report and turning
over all receipts and bank statements to the chair.
However I will not be attending the LEC meet-
ing on December 7.

I apologize for the inconvenience this will
cause.  I wish all of you well in your quest to
secure liberty in our lifetime."

Nancy will certainly be missed.  Her level
of competence and dedication are a rare combi-
nation to find in a volunteer.

The LPM executive committee will take
up the issue of possibly appointing a replace-
ment for Nancy at the December 2 meeting.
Any interested members should make them-
selves known to the committee prior to that date.

Nancy O'Brien

Resigns
by Greg Dirasian



DETROIT.  LPM member Tim Beck
has begun a petition drive to put Medical
Marijuana on the ballot in Detroit next year.

“Ballot access for an initiative is relatively
easy in Detroit,” Beck noted.  “We will need
less than 5,500 valid signatures.  Plus, this
issue is about as close to a slam dunk with the
voters as you can get,” he added, observing
that medical marijuana has been on the bal-
lot in eight states plus the District of Colum-
bia and is currently 9 for 9.

Beck organized a group called the De-
troit Coalition for Compassionate Care that,
among others, includes former Detroit police
chief Ike McKinnon, state representative
Hansen Clarke (D-Detroit), Wayne County
commissioner George Cushingberry, Eugene
Perrin, MD of the Wayne State University
School of Medicine, Jeff Montgomery of the
Triangle Foundation, and even Tom Ness of
the Green Party.

The 180-day drive kicked off on Octo-
ber 18.  However, most of the 2,270 signa-
tures gathered so far were collected at the
polls on Election Day, November 6, by about
20 volunteers and paid professionals.  (Beck
put up several thousand dollars of his own
money to get the ball rolling.)

“Technically,” Beck said, “we have until
April 16.  But we’d really like to get the issue
on the August primary ballot.  And since you
have to file the signatures no less than 140
days before the election, we want to be done
by the beginning of March.”

Primary voters are, of course, more po-
litically involved and therefore, Tim believes,
more politically astute as well.  In addition,
he anticipates that the Democrat primary for
governor will be hotly contested, making
largely Democrat-leaning Detroit a major
battleground.

“Being on the primary ballot will force
all the Democrat gubernatorial candidates to,
at least, address the issue,” said Beck who
already has in hand a letter of support from
former congressman David Bonior — one of
the three main contenders.

Anyone interested in helping out the
Detroit Coalition for Compassionate Care
should call Tim Beck at 313-964-0249.

Medical Marijuana

Initiative in Detroit
LANSING.  Following through on a com-

mitment he made to the LPM at the party con-
vention last May state representative Leon Drolet
(R-Clinton Township) has introduced legisla-
tion that would dramatically reduce the threat
of the party losing its ballot status in future elec-
tions.

HB-5237 would modify MCL 168.685
by redefining the term “principal candidate”
from “the candidate whose name appears near-
est the top of the party column” to “the candi-
date who receives the greatest number of votes
of all candidates of that political party for that
election.”

Since it is only the number of votes cast for
a party’s “principal candidate” that determines
whether it will maintain its ballot status as a
minor party (nominating all candidates at con-
vention) or even become a major party (nomi-
nating most candidates in a primary election),
the definition of the term “principal candidate”
is crucial.  The proposed legislation does not
affect the number of votes required for either.  It
merely allows the threshold to be met by any of
a party’s candidates — rather than only by the
one candidate who is highest up on the ballot.

Top-of-Ticket Reform Bill Introduced
“Since the candidate ‘nearest the top of the

party column’ is usually going to be for presi-
dent or governor,” observed former LPM ex-
ecutive director Tim O’Brien who spent a good
deal of time and effort getting this bill intro-
duced, “the current law leaves minor parties very
vulnerable to what we have come to call ‘Wasted
Vote’ syndrome.  The most recent election is a
good case in point,” he added.  “The LPM had
115 candidates who garnered more than 1.5
million votes.  But because Harry Browne was
competing for votes in the closest presidential
race in the history of the country many thou-
sands of people who voted for Libertarian can-
didates, nevertheless, voted for one of the major
party candidates for president.  Undoubtedly,
most of them, “ he concluded with a sigh, “never
even realizing that this would cost us our ballot
status under current Michigan election law and
force us to undertake a grueling and expensive
petition drive to get back on.”

The bill, cosponsored by Rep. Robert
Gosselin (R-Troy), was introduced on October
16 and referred to the House Redistricting and
Elections committee.  Hearings have not yet
been scheduled.

by Leonard Schwartz

Eisenbacher Pulls Petitions

David Eisenbacher has “pulled petitions”
in preparation for a second run for Troy City
Council.  Eisenbacher came close to winning
last year - beating one of the incumbents and
coming in third (out of a field of eight candi-
dates) in a race where the top two win.

There will be some important differences
in this year’s campaign.

Eisenbacher was a relative unknown going
into the race last year.  But by late March, his
campaign was receiving positive press in the lo-
cal papers.  After the League of Women Voters
debate, the papers wrote an article about the
debate, but much of it was devoted to
Eisenbacher.  After that, one of the papers did
an article on web sites, but once again, most of it
was about Eisenbacher.

The problem was that he “peaked” too late.
The absentees had already voted.  Eisenbacher
won in 16 of Troy’s 34 precincts and tied in 3
others, but the absentee vote was significant and
he lost there.

This time around, Eisenbacher will build

on the name recognition he developed last year.
One more important distinction to this

campaign:  this time Eisenbacher will receive
the endorsements of some influential political
insiders (the campaign will release that informa-
tion when the endorsements are formally made).

Volunteers should email
volunteer@eisenbacher.org.  Contributions can
be mailed to:  Friends of David Eisenbacher,
1863 Lakewood, Troy, Michigan   48083.

by Greg Dirasian
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by Padraic Gresham
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The Campaign for New Drug Policies plans to sponsor a campaign

for a ballot proposal in Michigan to overhaul the state’s drug sentencing

laws. The primary goals of this legislation are:

� to provide stiff and certain penalties for major drug traffickers;

� to provide treatment instead of jail time for non-violent drug

possession offenders; and

� to devise sentences for lower-level and middle-level dealers that

fit the crime and are proportionate to the offender’s role.

 All of these provisions are part of the same ballot proposal, a consti-

tutional amendment expected to be placed before voters in November

2002. The final text of the initiative is expected to be filed during the

week beginning December 3, 2001. A petition drive will begin shortly

thereafter.

This is the same group that has sponsored numerous ballot initia-

tives across the country.  Of their last six ballot proposals, 5 have passed.

They also have the funding to be certain that once started, they can

successfully complete their petition drive.

For more information about The Campaign for New Drug Policies,

visit their web site at:  http://www.DrugReform.org.

New Drug Reform

Initiative for Michigan
by Greg Dirasian



Michigan Libertarian

Libertarian Party of
Michigan
619 E. 9 Mile Rd
Hazel Park, MI  48030
Tel:  (248) 591-FREE
Fax: (248) 591-0190
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